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You Are Responsible 
For Firearms Safety 

As a gun owner, you accept a set of responabilirics of rhe 
most demanding nature. How seriously you cariy out these 
responsibilities can mean thedifFerence ben^‘een life 
and death. 

There is no excuse for careless or abusive handling of any 
firearm. At all rimes handle this rifle with intense respecc for 
its power and potential danger. 

READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF THE CAUTIONS, 
PROPER HANDLING PROCEDURES AND 
INSTRUCTIONS OUTLINED IN THIS BOOKLET 
BEFORE USING YOUR NSW FIREARM. 

1. ALWAYS KEEP THE MUZZLE OF YOUR RIFLE 
POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION. 

Do this even though you are certain the gun is 
unloaded. Never point any firearm ai anything you do 
nut intend to shoot. Be atremdy alen and aware of 
all persons and property within the range of your 
5»^muniiion. 

2. THIS RIFLE'S HALF-COCK NOTCH 1$ SIMPLY 
A HAMMER POSITION THAT MAY CATCH A 
HAMMER THAT SLIPS FROM YOUR THUMB 
WHILE COCKING (PROVIDING THE TRIGGER IS 
NOT DEPRESSED). It should not be taken as an 
assurana it will be aught all the time. You ^ould 
never trust the halfcock hammer position to funakm as 
a safety. An acesslve, abusive pull on the trigger could 
still uuse (he hammer to f^l. Also, whik the halfcock 
notch may frequently aich a hammer that slips from 
your thumb while cocking the rifk (provided the trigger 
is not depressed), the h^fcock notch b NOT a safety 
and should not be relied upon to always acch the 
hammer. No guarantee can be made that the half cock 
notch will prevent the hammer from strikii^ (he 
firing pin. 

When the hammer is in the lull cocked position, the 
inertia firing pin is positioned to the rear uniP it b 
simek by a forcible blow from the forward motion of 
the hammer. 

3 . THE FOLDED-HAMMER POSmON OF THE 
HAMMER IS ONLY AN EXTRA MEASURE OF 



SAFETY. It is designed to put your rifle in a SAFER 
status. However, like any mechanical device, it an somC' 
times be jarred or unintentionally manipulated into an 
unsafe condition. 

Safe gun handling does not stop with the folded hammer 
position of your rifle. This is an aid to safe handling 

and is no excuse fer pointing the muzzle in an unsafe 
direaion. 

ALWAYS TREA T YOUR RIFLE AS THOUGH IT 
WERE LOADED AND READY TO FIRE. 

4. ALWAYS KEEP YOUR LIGHTNING BLR IN THE 
FOLDED HAMMER POSITION AND YOUR FINGER 
OFF THE TRIGGER. EVEN IF YOU ARE CERTAIN 
THE RIFLE 1$ UNLOADED. 

Chamber a round only when preparing for a situation 
where shooting is imminent. When you place a round in 
the chamber, immediately make sure the hammer is in 
(he halfcock position with the tip of the hammer folded 
forward. The preferred anying and storage status for the 
Lightning BLR is with the chamber empty and with the 



hammer in (he halfcock position <tWwith the tip of the 
hammer fedded forward. 

5 . WHENEVER YOU HANDLE A FIREARM. OR HAND 
IT TO SOMEONE. ALWAYS OPEN THE ACTION 
IMMEDIATELY. VISUALLY CHECK YOUR 
FIREARM'S CHAMBER. FEED MECHANISM AND 
MAGAZINE. 

Md(c certain (hai they do not inadvcncntly contain 
any ammunition. Always keep the chamber empty and 
(he hammer in (he halfcock position with the hammer 
folded forward unless shooting is imminent. 

WARNING: WHEN YOU ENGAGE THE FOLD-DOWN 
HAMMER. KEEP YOUR FINGER OFF THE TRIGGER. 

6. DO NOT TRANSPORT YOUR FIRE A RM L OA DED. 
WHETHER IN A SCABBARD. GUN CASE, OR 
OTHER CONTAINER. 

7. HUmNG PROM EL EVA TED SURF A CES SUCH AS 
TREE STANDS IS DANGEROUS. 

Doing so may increase the risk of mishandling a firearm. 
You and (hose you hunt with, diould be sure to observe 
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the following rules: always make certain (hat the stand 
being used is safe and stable; always make cenain (hat 
your firearm is unloaded when it is beir^ taken up and 
down from the srand; always make certain thai your 
firearm is not dropped from the stand, or dropped whik 
it is being taken up or down from the stand. 

Remember* even with the hammer in the half-cock 
position and the hammer folded forward, a loaded 
firearm may discharge when dropped. 

a BEWARE OF BARREL OBSTRUCVONS. 

Do this for the safety of both your gun arul yourself. 
Mud, snow, and an infinite variety of ocher objects 
lodge in a barrel bore. Ir takes ortly one small obsiruaion 
CO cause dangerously increased pressures that can ruin 
(swell or rupture) the finest barreL 

BEFORE CHECma FOR A BARREL OBSTRUC- 
TION. LOWER THE LEVER TO OPEN THEACVON. 
THEN. CHECK THAT NO LIVE ROUND W THE 
CHAMBER AND THAT THE MAGAZINE AND FEED 
MECHANISMS ARE COMPLETEL Y EMPTY. 



After assunng yourself that the firearm is completely 
empty, and with the action open, look through the 
barrel to be sure it is clear of any obstruction. If an 
obstruction is seen, no matter how small it may bc> 
clean the bore with a cleaning rod and patch as 
described in "Cleaning Suggestions” later in thb manual. 

Before the first firing, dean the bore with a cleaning rod 
and patch, and wipe away any anti-rust compounds in 
the actio n/chamber areas. 

9. AL WA YS UNLOAD YOUR FiREARM WHEN NOT 
IN USE. 

Your responsibilities do not end when your fircann is 
unattended. Store your gun and ammunition separately 
— well beyond the reach of children. Take all 
precautions to ensure that your gun docs not get into 
untrained, inexperienced or unwelcome hands. 

10. USE THE PROPER AMMUNIVON. 

The Browning lightning BLR is available in many 
dilferem calibers. It is important to useihccorrea 
ammunition for your particular rifle. The proper caliber 



for your Ughrning BLR is insaibed on the right side of 
the barrel. 

You can safely shoot ballisiically superior pointed 
bullets, snee ihe Lightning BLR has a box m^azlnc 
andnotaculHilafonc. 

The barrel and aaion of this title have been made with 
substantial safety mar^ns over the pressures developed 
by established Amcrkan commercial loads. However, 
Browning assumes no liability for accidents which occur 
diroi^ the useofeanridges that have nonstandard 
dimertsions or that develop pressures in excess of the 
commerdally available ammunition that has been 
loaded in accordance with industry standards established 
by SAAMl (fixing Arms and Ammunition 
Manufecnirers' Institute). 

BE ALERT TO THE SIGNS OF AMMUNITION 
MALFUNCTION. 

If you dcfea an off sound or light recoil when a 
cartrk%e is fired, fully unload your Brcarm*s chamber, 
feed mechanism, and magazine. With the aaion open, 



glance down the barrd to make sure that an obstruction 
does nor remun in the barrri. Completely clear the 
barrel before loading and firing again. 

1 1. MAKE SURE OF ADEQUATE VENTILA WN IN THE 
AREA THAT YOU DISCHARGE A FIREARM. WASH 
HANDS THOROUGHLY AFTER EXPOSURE TO 
AMMUNtnON OR CLEANING A FIREARM. 

Lead exposure can be obtained from discha^lng 
firearms in poorly ventilated areas, cleaning firearms or 
handling ammunition. Lead is a substance that has been 
known to cause birth defecc, reproductive harm and 
ocher serious injury. 

1Z DO NOT SNAP THE FIRING PIN ON AN EMPTY 
CHAMBER —THE CHAMBER MAY NOT BE EMPTY! 

Treat every gun with the respea you give a loaded gun. 
even w'hcn you arc certain the gun is unloaded. 

13. KEEP YOUR FINGERS AWAY FROM THE TRIGGER 
WHILE LOADING AND UNLOADING. UNVL YOU 
ARE READY TO SHOOT. 



14. AVOiD UNORTHODOX AIMING STANCES. 

^)/hen a round is cycled, che rear end of the bole could 
strike a shooter In the fkc and cause injury, with your 
head placed too far forward on the stock. G>nform to 
standard shooting styles. 

15. BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET AND BACKSTOP. 
Panicularly when there’s not much light and visitulity b 
poor. Know the range of your ammunirion, Never 
shoot at water or hard objects. 

15. ALWAYS UNLOAD YOUR FIREARM’S CHAMBER 
BEFORE CROSSING A FENCE. CLIMBING A TREE, 
JUMPING A DITCH OR NEGOTIA TING OTHER 
OBSTACLES. 

Refer to 10 of thb instruction booklet ht 

instaictions on unloading your Brearm. Never place 
any Rrearm on or against a fence, tree, car. or other 
similar objects. 

17. WEAR SYS AND EAR PROTECTION WHEN 
SHOOTING. 

Unprotected, repeated exposure to the sound of gunfire 



can cause hearing damage. Wear car protecn^s (shoot- 
Ing ear plugs or muffs) to guard against such damage. 
Wear shooting glasses to protect your eyes from flying 
panicles. Allow proper distance (eye relief) between the 
scope and your eye when Rring a scoped firearm. Always 
keep a safe distance between the muzzle of your Brearm 
and any persons nearby, as muzzle blast, debris and 
ejecting shells could in Ilia serious injury. Also, wear eye 
protection when disassembling and cleaning your gun 
to keep springs, spring-tensioned parts, solvents or ocher 
agents from coming in contact with your eyes. 

18. DROPPING A LOADED GUN CAN CAUSE FT TO 
ACCIDENTALLY DISCHARGE. 

This can occur even with the hammer in the halfcock 
position with the hammer (bided forward. 

19. IF YOUR FIREARM FAILS TO HRE. KEEP THE 
MUZZLE POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION. 

Hold this position for a minimum of 30 seconds. 
Carefully open the aaion and remove the artric^. If 
the primer is indented, the canridge should be disposed 
of in a way that cannot cause harm. If the primer b not 



indented, your firearm should be examined by a 
<|ualifled gunsmith and the cause of the malfunction 
should be corrected before further use. 

20. BE DEFENSIVE AND ON GUARD AGAINST 
UNSAFE GUN HANDLING AROUND YOU AND 
AROUND OTHERS. 

Don I be nmid whor it comes to gun safety. If you 
obsetve other shooters violating any of these safety 
precautions, politely suggest safer handling practices. 

21. BE CERTAIN YOUR FIREARM IS UNLOADED 
BEFORE CLEANING. 

Beause so many gun accidents occur when a firearm is 
beir^ cleaned, special and extreme care should be taken 
to be sure your gun b completely unloaded before disas* 
sembty, d^it^and reassembly. Keep ammunition away 
from (he cleaning location. Never test the mechanical 
funcrion of any Brearm with live ammunition. 

22. EDUCATE AND SUPERVISE FIREARMS SAFETY TO 
ALL MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY^ ESPECIALLY 



TO CHILDREN AND NONSHOOTERS. 

Closely supervise newcomers to the shooting sports. 
Encourage cnnJImcni in hunting/shoot ing safety 
courses. 

23. NEVER DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR TAKE 
ANY TYPE OF DRUGS BEFORE OR DURING 
SHOOTING. 

Your vidon and judgment could be dangerously 
impaired, making your gun handling unsafe for yoti and 
for others. 

24. READ AND HEED ALL WARNINGS, in this instruction 
book, on ammunition boxes and with all accessories 
that you install on your fireaim. k is your responsibility 
to secure the most up-to-date information on the safe 
handling procedures of your Browning firearm. 
Browning assumes no liability for incidents which occur 
when unsafe or improper gun accessories or ammunition 
combinations are used. 

25. PERIODIC MA INTBNANCE — 

AVOID UNAUTHORIZED SERVICING. 
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Removal of metal from barrel [s], or modifications of the 
firir^ mechanism and/or operating parts may lead to 
Browning’s refusal of service on such firearms. 

Browning will char^ the owner for parrs and labor to 
rcrum ihc firearm to original Browning specifications. 

00 NOT. UNDER ANY CiRCUMSTANCES, ALTER 
THE TRIGGER OR PARTS OF THE FIRING 
MECHANISM OF THIS OR ANY OTHER FIREARM. 
FAILURE TO OBEY THIS WARNING MA Y RESULT 
IN INJURY OR DEATH TO YOURSELF 
OR OTHERS. 



Your gun Is a mechanical device which will not Iasi 
forever, and as such, is subjea to wear and requires peri* 
odic inspection, adjustment, and service. Brosming 
firearms should be serviced by a Browning 
Recommended Sersdcc Center or by Browning s service 
facility in Arnold, Missouri. Browni rig can not assume 
any responsibiliry for injuries sufferedbecause of unau* 
thorized servicing, alterations or modilicaiionsor 
Browning firearms. 

2S. BROWNING RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
SERVICE ON FIREARMS THAT HAVE BEEN 
ALTERED, ADDED TO OR SUBSTANTIALLY 
CHANGED. 

Fiaure 1 



BE CAREFUL 



Ejection 

Pori 
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Sight 
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Barrel 



Stock 



Forearm 



Muzzle 
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Magazine 



Lever 



ngger 
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Browning Nomenclature 

In conventional gun terminology the position and nwt- 
ment of gun parts are described as they occur with the gun 
horizontal and in normal firing position. The muzzle is 
forward or front, the butt stock is rearward or rear, the 
trigger is downward or underneath, and the sights are 
upssird or on top. When the lever is closed or pandkl to the 
stock grip the bolt is “closed” or “locked”; when the lever is 
down the bolt is “open” or “unlocked.” 

For general nomenclature, refer to Figure 1. 

Serial Number 

The serial number of your rifle can be found on the r^t 
side of the receiver, toward the rear. 

Initial Cleaning 

BEFORE THE FIRST RRING, CLEAN THE ANTITRUST 
COMPOUND, from the barrel and the inside of dte reedver 
svith a clean (as much as is possible without disassem* 



Ming the receiver). Use a light gun oil such as Browning Oil. 
See “Cleaning Suggestions” on page 12. 

Cartridge Capacity 

SHORT ACVON CALIBERS-^ 

One (1) in Ae chamber, four (4) in the magaanc. Except, 
284 Win. whkh holds three (3) in the magazine and 223 
Rem. whkh holds live (5) in the magazine 





Figure 3 




LONG ACTION . STANDARD CALIBERS — 

One ( 1 ) in the chamber, four (4) in the mj^azinc. 

LONG ACTION, MAGNUM CALIBERS — 

One (]) in the chamber> three (3) in the magazine. 

Operation of the Hammer 

Like most lever action rifles with exposed hammers, the 
Lightning BLR does not have a separate manual safety. 

However, the Li^tning BLR has the fotding hammer 
feature (Sec Figure 2) which provides an added measure of 
safety when the hammer is at half-cock. The exposed ham- 
mer itself an be an excellent indiator of the saf^ status of 
the rifle. 

The Lightning BLR folding hammer has (bur ba« 



positions; (be full-cock, the half-cock, the folded hammer 
portion, and the dropped or Bred position. An explanation 
of each position MIows. 

FULL COCK POSFTION — 

The hammer b all the way to the rear (Sec Figure 3). Ac this 
point, any pull or any hree on the trigger could allow the 
hammer to and fire the HBe. 

There arc two ways by whiduhe hammer can be placed in 
(hb podiion. First, every lime the lever is cycled, die rearward 
movemem of the bolt will cock the hammer to this position. 
Scoind, the hammer may also be manually placed ai fall- 
cod by pulling it rearward mdi the thumb until it engages 
the (ull-<od notch. Be sure to keep your finger off the tri^r 
while cocking the hammer. 

HALF^OCK POSmON — 

Hiis rifle s half-cock notd b simply a hammer position 
(See F^re 4) that may arch a hmmer that slips from your 
thumb whik cocking (providing the tngger is not depressed). 
It should not be taken as an assurance k will be aught ALL 
the lime. No guarantee an be made that the half-cock notch 



will prevent the hammer from striking the firing pin. (Refer 
Safety Warning Number 2.) 

MOVING FROM FULLCOCK TO HALF-COCK — 

In order (o move (he hammer from iiill-cock to half-cock 
position, you must first place your thumb on the hammer to 
resifia its forward movemem. The trigger is then depressed 
to release the hamma from the fiilkock notch. 



Figure 5 






Figure 4 
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Bmwning Lightning BLR Long Action 
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Browning Lightning BLR Parts List (Long Action Model) 



Pam li$i refers to che Long Aalon Lightning, folding-hammer model only. When ordering pans for ihe Short Action Poldlng- 
hammer model or any previous BLR, you must indicate che rifle’s serial number, in order lo receive the correct parts. To order 
pans by J&x, use our toll-free &x number: 1-800-817-4755. 



Pan No. 


Description 


Pvt No. 


OeeoipieA 


Part No. 


Oescr^on 


PO?50$S 


CftXng Lew Pr LXCodzig 


P07S136 


QacKir^LA 


POT5A1F 


Breech BolLcck Mag LA 




lM( Gear Spmg Pk/iptf Pr 


FCTWr 


£ttaaevu 


P07SAA1 


E]mciS^U9g.LA 


POnOtt 


E|K» 


FC7SU0 


EoaarSpTQSaiLA 


P07SAA9 


ForwmSandUagLA 


POWIU 


Fitng Pn RetSMig Pn Inr 


PO^ 


RyigniBitfiLA 


P07M6 


bUgamPeiMrMa^LA 


P07$l» 


pQWnM 


POTSur 


RtvgPnLA 


P0752S7 


Sa«Pr 


P0^1» 


Powm SASpaxf-lvier 


P07SWS 


Rvig An Raiainng PhCuiet LA 


P07SC67 


CcA Laver latfiSpmg 


P075132 


Ptf«ann6eRSpaear.0ii(er 


P07M6 


Ring Pin Spang LA 


P07KC0 


GaneiW.fiK«#270WLlngLA 


P07S125 


PorMimPn 


P07S44r 


PraenUngAcHin 


P07»8 


earre(W1)«»w3CH:SUngLA 


P075135 


FcnerniTueePm 


PO^ 


FownBMSttLA 


P07$SC$ 


Sanel W/Roc9ver 7bWR ItUg ling L 


P075139’ 


HannerSico 


P07SW9 


Fownlla^U 


A 




P07S2Ce 


MagazneLaisnMojeiBl 


FO7M0 


PomenTutxLA 


POTSSSA 


GotUickKeyPnUngLA 


PO7S206 


LygazneLHenSpmg 


P0754SI* 


FoUSrgHvmw LA 


P07»9 


SnecnBctSvaUrgLA 


F07S2» 


UanprrgCudelMaiS) 


POrSASS’ 


PgttigHWmerDaHitBlILA 


PO^ 


CcOngGoirPiUJigLA 


P07S27S 


SwfUAPri 


PorsAS) 


RtjS^gHenwrSpmgLA 


PO^ 


CcAngLewLS^LA 


po«a?a 


SevleASprrg 


P07SASA* 


FcMngHamvPinU 


P07S5A2 


CoArgLewPnLbigLA 


P075J7? 


SevLrtiStEpPin 


P07SASS* 


Foifng Himer Set Sow LA 


PO7SSS0 


PtfMfinSUL^l.A 


K)7S296 


SighiA4js(iig Sew Rear 
igiMGan 


P075AST 


HwnwLA 


P07S»4 

P07SSS8 


Peresn Mag LOig L. A 
Poraann EsaKhaen Ling L A 



F07S2» 


SghiA^ustiigScwnaar 

WnSaga(?}Eacn 


PO7SS0 


$gftAp«hnRav 


FO7S»0 


S^AasenttfRaar 


P07S2S6 


6aM Unrtrg Sen* Raar 


P07S2SA 


SgKeaaaRav 


PO7S309 


S^KFrvt 


P07SSI2 


S^ErM Front (Mc&Onfy) 


P07»(4 


StngEra(a(Aaar(Aa&Onfvl 


P07S334 


SiOCAecI 


P076359 


SwHBdlcd Washer 


P075336 


SttcAScAWashar 


P07S3AS 


Tel6(pMlPlarSo«wA«a 


P07S3S8* 


Tri^A4£trigSciviv 


PO7S3e0* 


Tr^Pn 


POR3SA 


Tf^Spreg 


PO^IS* 


Codi^CearAsaerrtfyLA 


POTWiCr 


ft««8oltStoLA 


P07W1? 


Bolt Lett pm LA 


P0754IA' 


BraeUi Soft Lett SU LA 


POTWiy 


CcttmgGaarAssenttrLA 


P075A2S’ 


CoMgGearPrLA 


P07542?' 


CfftfigLewLA 


P07M29* 


CcttrgLewUKmLA 


P07M3? 


CcttrglMrSacpLA 


P07SW 


EjecttSprrgLA 



P07SA» 


HatiTMrPALA 


F07SA61 


Ua^znaGodyLA 


P07SAG 


UaguneBodrUagLA 


P07SAO 


MaguneStRgLA 


P07SA6S 


UagunF(*w$aiU 


P07SA67 


Uagazmi Fotoatt FM LA 


P07SAM 


MagamlaKmPnLA 


POTSAer 


MamaprrgLA 


POW 


AbnspirgMoMrLA 


POTSAjy 


HamspnngTiiiaLA 


POTSATy 


SwLA 


P07SA5 


Settf Spring LA 


POTSATy 


SevUtU 


P075477 


S^Ran^FnALA 


POTSATT 


Ska lo^ Mom 


POTSATT 


TrQBrLA 


P07SA82 


MagmeceenLA 


pcms 


SS^RwpSottrU 


PO^ASC 


LmGearRattSiirigLA 


P07SASS* 


iMf Gear Rack Sptrg Phrger LA 


PO^ASP 


LewOearf^LA 


PO7SA00** 


BMl«1)KCA«27DU3dd6i 


P07SI03** 


M vftcmr am ktadal 61 


POTSttS** 


6^ vlterw 7m RU Hcdel 61 



PO^Stt PNMffl Sew Ung Lens ^ 

P07m PorMmSWUngLM 

FC7SS66 FmamSuSewUrgLA 

PO5570 Hsm«r?rtLJngL4. 

POim LewPnSnvUigLA 

P07»n u»sanCafi»»\JnilK2m 

POrsSC MigazineCcinpimLrigLASKiS 

P05S9< M^UHtOwMlmgATMMR 

Msg 

P0796C0 Magazine BodyLPigL A 27CW 

fOn&S Ma0azneBoe^U)glAdM6 

PO7Se04 MagazneBMrUnglATMMRMag 

R07S6U MagurePolonef STDUigL A 

FO^ Ma^fcfcM^Magl^LA 

P07S63S MgaavintiPnls^UA 

P075GS HagazraUXhSpRHSenwlVgL 

A 

POTSOa hbrspingTUMingLA 

P07S640 SasckW/FadUiigLA 

* Mc/$r be fitted by qualified gunsmith or 
Browning Se/uice Dept. 

* fiitrchese by holders of current, vatid 
Federa! Firearms License only. 
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AS SOON AS INIVAL FORWARD TRAVEL OF THE 
HAMMER HAS MOVED PAST THE FULLCOCK POSF 
TION, iMMEDfATELY REMOVE YOUR FINGER FROM 
THE TRIGGER. BE CAREFUL: IF THE TRIGGER 
REMAINS DEPRESSED, THE HALF-COCK NOTCH 
WILL NOT CATCH THE HAMMER SHOULD FT ACCF 
DENTALLY SUP DURING THIS OPERATION. THE 
HAMMER WOULD CONTINUE PAST THE HALFCOCK 
POSITION TO THE DROPPED OR FIRED POSITION 
AND THE GUN COULD DISCHARGE. 

PRACTICE LOWERING THE HAMMER — 

A praaice lo follow is (o place (he rhumb extended over 
the hammer with the point of (he rhumb just over ihc “V" 
between the hammer and the firing pin so that it can aa as a 
cushion a^inst accidental hammer and at the same 

time, ease the hammer into the hair*cock notch (See 
Figure 5). When a scope is mounted on the rifle, it b neces- 
sary to insert the point of the thumb more from the ride. A 
little practice with an empty rifle will enable a person to 
become adept at using the thumb in either manner. 



If a ariridgc has been chambered in anticipation of an 
imminent shot» the hammer should be ardully kmvred to 
the half-cock position and the folding hammer rotated for- 
ward. Remember, when a shot b no longer imminent, 
unload the chamber of your rifle by operating the lever 

Fiaure 6 



Folding-hammer feature rotates 
forward foradditionat safety. 




dow'nward. With the lever still in the downward position, 
remove the ma^ne from the rifle, inspect the chamber to 
make sure all canri^es have been removed from the rifle. 
Return the lever to the closed position, re-insert the maga- 
one and return the hammer to the half cock, folded down 
position. 

FOLDED HAMMER POSITION — 

An addiiiona] faturcon the Lightning BLR, the folding 
hammer feature (Sec Figure 6) fonher protects against acci* 



Fiaure 7 




dental discha^cof )our firearm. Yhk fold-down position 
removes the pos$iiMlit)'orihe hammer coming in contact 
with the firing pin if (he hammer is accidentally struck. 
NOTE: THE HAMMER IN THE HALFCOCK POSITION 
WITH THE HAMMER FOLDED FORWARD IS MERELY 
AN AID TO SAFE HANDUNG OF YOUR RIFLE. 

ALWA YS HANDLE YOUR RIFLE AS THOUGH FT WERE 
LOADED. 

ENGAGING THE FOLDING HAMMER — 

In ihc ha]f<ock position, the upper portion of the hammer 
can be rocaced forward with the thumb, to position the 
hammer against die rear of the bolt, without coming In 
contact with the rear of the firing pin. This fold-down 
feature puts (he hammer in a safer position, but this position 
should not be considered a safety. 

DROPPED OR RRED POSITION — 

Thb b the position of the hammer aricr a round is fired. 
However, it b not a recommended carrying position. 

(Sec Figure?). 
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PREFERRED CARRYING POSmON — 

For maximum safety, you should never chamber a canrk^e 
umil a shot is imminem. The half-cock pouiion with the 
hammer folded forward is the recommended position of the 
hammer during handling and storage. 

General Operating Procedures 

LOADING^ 



THROUGHOUT THE LOADING PROCESS MAKE 

CERTAIN THE RIFLE 1$ POINTED IN A SAFE 

DIRSeVON. 

1 Be sure that the chamber is empty and the hammer is 
lowered to the half-cock positbn with (he hammer 
folded forward. 

2 Detach the magazine, by pulling down on (he magazine 
release button with the index finger (see %ure 8). The 
magazine will slide easily from its recess. 

3 To load the MAGAZINE: 

Cartridges are loaded by pressing them downward undl 
they are retained by the rim of the magazine. Insen car- 
tridges into the d^chable box m^^dne. The correct cal- 
iber is inscribed on the right side of the barrel. 

4 With the bole dosed and the hammer in the folded-down 
hammer position, reinsert the loaded m^azine into the 
rifle. A sharp, metallic elide will indicate that the maga- 
zine is fully insened and engaged with (he m^dne 
latch. 



5 To load a canridge in the CHAMBER: 

With the rifle pointed in a safe direaion, a cartridge an 
be chambered cycling the lever. Then, carehilly 
lower (he hammer to the half-cock fold-down position 
after chamberii^ ihe anridge. Afterwards, whenever 
desired, you can quickly and easily thumb back the 
hammet (O (he firing, ftJl-cock position. At full-cock, 
any pull on the (rigger will allow the hammer to fall and 
fire the rifle. For maximum safety, you should never 
chamber a cartridge until a shot is imminent. 

UNLOADING — 

1 Rnnove the canridge in the chamber by operating the 
lever downward. 

2 With (he lever still in the down position, remove the 
m^dne from the rifle. 

3 The chamber should then be inspected to make su re all 
canridges have been removed from the rifle. 



4 Canridges in the magazine may be removed by stripping 
them out with the thumb. 

AMMUNWON 

Careftilly select your ammunition. Beause your Lightning 
BLR uses a box style magazine and not a tubular mapzine, 
pointed Spiczer-si^ bullets can be used. 

Again, the Lightning BLR is available in many different 
caliben. It is important to use the correct ammunition for 
your pankular Lightning BLR. You should check the right 
side of your barrel for dte caliber of your model . 

See section on ^Loading'* fer magazine apacities. 

LEVER ACVON RRING: 

I With a round in the chamber, you need only to thumb 
(he hammer rearward to its ftJl-cock position to make 
(he rifle ready for firing. 

Otherwise, cyding the lever to place a round in die 
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Fiaure 9 Figure 10 




chamber will also leave chc hammer in the (ulUock 
(rcadyKo-fifc) position. 

2 After each shot, cycle the lever with a downward force. 
Lower (he lever (o open the bolr, exina and ejea (he 
empty cartridge case. Ar the bottom of (he stroke, 
resistance will be fth as (he lever raises (he front end of 



Sight Adjustmmt 

HORIZONTAL: 

\ To move the point of impaa to (he right; loosen the 
coin slotted screw, located on the right side of the sight 
by turning in a counter-clockwise direction and tlglucn 



(he carrier and aligns rhe next round with the chamber. 

Then, when you raise the lever, the bolt will pick up the 
next round from the magazine and push it into (he 
chamber Be sure you cyde the lever completely. 

3 Beause fired cases are ejected to the t^sianders 
should not stand to the side of the shooter. 

Trigger 

The trigger mechanism has been adjusted at the iactoiy to 
provide a short, crisp pull. It is recommended that no 
attempt be made to change these adjustments by anyone 
other than a qualified gunsmith at a local Browning 
Recommended Firearms Service Center or by Browning's 
Service Facility in Arnold, Mlssouri. 

Note: The Lightning BLR incorporates a rrigger mechanism 
which will not allow the trigger to be pulled until the lever is 
fully dosed. 



the screw on the loft side by turning in a clockwise 
direction (See Figure 9). This causes the rear sight to 
move to (he right. 

1 To move the point of impact to the left: simply reverse 
this ]Kocedu(e. 

VERTICAL: 

Venical adjustment of die sight is controlled by the 
screw located on top and lo the rear of the sight. To 
raise the point of impaa, rum the screw in a clockwise 
direction until the sight has been raised the needed 
amount- (See Figure 10), To lower the point of impact, 
cum the screw coumer-clodcwise. 

Cleaning Suggestions 

BE CERTAIN YOUR GUNS CHAMBER IS UNLOADED. 
ALWA YS WEAR PROTECTIVE SAFETY GLASSES 
DURING ALL ASSEMBLY. DISASSEMBL Y AND 
CLEANING PROCEDURES. KEEP AMMUNITION AWAY 
FROM THE CLEANING AREA. DO NOT TEST THE 
FUNCTION OF YOUR FIREARM WITH LIVE 
AMMUNITION. 
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The correct procedure hi cleaning youi rifle b as fbUows: 

1 Be certain the chamber and magazine are completely 
unloaded> the lever is down, and die ejection pon is 
open. Again, to unload your rifle, ejea any live round in 
die chamber by operating the lever downward. Remove 
the magazine and unload it by pushing ^bnvald on the 
base of each round until it clears the retaining rims. 

2 Using a rifle cleaning rod with rip and patch large 
enough for a snug fit in the bore, insen rod and patch in 
bami and run back and forth several times. Caution 
should be exercised to ensure chat the cleaning rod or 
handle does not strike the crown of the muzzle, as 
damage to this area can adversely aflea the accuracy of 
the rifle. 

3 Inspect the chamber and bore for powder fouling. 

A normal amount of powder residue can be apected 
and is not serious. Residue can usually be removed by 
repeating step 2, using a patch saturated with 
nitro-solvent. If or when fouling should become heavy, 
it an be removed with a brass bore brush. Dip the 
brush in nitro-solvent and scrub the chamber and bore 



unril tile fouling is removed. To prevent brass bristle 
from breaking off, the brush should be pushctl 
completely through the bore before being withdrawn. 

4 To maintain the utmost accuracy of your rifle it is 
recommended you clean the bore with a cof^ solvent. 
Modern artridge jackets are made mainly of copper and 
zinc. Residues from copper and zinc stkk to ihe barrel 
and require more frequent cleaning. Swab the bore of 
your rifle with a good copper solvent using the manulx' 
turcr’s recommended procedure. 

5 After fouling has been removed, the bore should be 
wiped diy. Then, pass a slightly oiled patch through die 
bore for preservation. A fine, light gun oil like Browning 
Oil is recommended. Make sure there arc no obsiniC' 
[ions, cleaning patches, or other obstacles left in the bore. 

6 Wipe all exposed metal surfkes with an oiled cloth, 
making sure to wipe gun clean of all Anger marks. 

Finger marks should be removed beaicc they provide 
a place where moisture can accumulate. Ordinary good 
judgemem will, of course, indicate that the metal of the 
gun should receive a light film of oil any time the gun 
has been exposed to adverse weather or handling. 



7 The wood surfaces of your rifle can also be wiped lightly 
with Browning <A> or you can apply a quality wood or 
(umicure polish to the stock and forearm. Using one of 
dusc methods (not both), will enhance die beauty and 
durability of your rifle. 

CL£ANiNG THE MAGAZINE— 

Depending on how ofien you shoot, it is helpful to disas* 
sanblethc box m^adne for cleaning. You may want to 
check your magazine for cleaning after every 30 to 1 00 
rounds. To clean the magazine, remove the detachable box 
magazine from (he rifle. Slide the magazine bottom plate out 
TO the rear. magazine spring and follower an then be 
easily removed for in^ieaion. Wipe off any dirt or residue 
then apply a very thin coat of oil and wipe clean a^n. Too 
much <ul will only serve to collect oil and dirt. To reassem- 
ble, reinsen ebe spring and follower, then slide the bottom 
pbte hack into position. 



FVRTHEfi DISASSEMBLY^ 

NEVER ATTEMPT TO TAKE YOUR LIGHTNING BLR 
APART FURTHER THAN EXPLAINED IN 
THIS MANUAL 

This is a Specialized, findy fitted mechanism. You may per- 
manently mar it by attempting to disassemble the inner 
mechanism assemblies. If further disassembly for service or 
cieanit^ is required, cake your gun to a Browning recom- 
mended Savix Center or a competent gunsmith, or send it 
to our Arnold. Missouri Service Facility as explained under 
“Service or Repair." 
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Service or Repair 

your firearm should require service or re- 
pairs, we suggest you first coniaci a local 
recommended Browning Firearms Service 
Center, Contact your Bn)wning sporting 
goods dealer or call our Service Depart- 
ment for the address of the Service Center 
nearest you. Otherwise, you may .send 
your firearm directly to our own Service 
Department. For technical questions alx>ui 
your firearm or service call our Service 
Depan mem. 

Browning Service Deportment 
One Browning Piece 
Arnotd, Missouri 63010^9406 
Phone: l-BOO-322'4626 

Canadian Customers call or write: 

Browning Canada Sports LtdJUee, 

5617 Chemin St-Frangois 
SULaurent, Quebec H4S 1 W6 
Phone: (514) 333-7261 



When returning your firearm for servicing, 
you must do the following: 

a. Be sure ii is completely unloaded, 

b. Package it securely in a cardboard 
container. 

c. Enclose a letter with your firearm 
that clearly descrilx’s the (rouble 
experienccxl and the repairs or 
alterations de.sircd. 

d. If convenient, send a copy of the 
letter to us separately. 

e. Never return ammunition with your 
fireami. It is against postal and mo.si 
ccjmmercv rcgublion.s. 

If you have any questions alx>ut Uiis 
manual or alxiui any other Browning 
products, call or write our Consumer 
Information IX'partmcnt: 

Browning Consumer information 
One Browning Piace 
Morgan, Utah 84050-9326 
Phone: (801) 876-2711 




